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« THE 


GREAT CASE. 
PUT HOME 


In ſome modeſt Queries, 


Humbly Propoſed and Tendred 
to Conſideration, 


By a true Lover of che Proteſtant Religion 
And Enxgliſb Loyalty. 


—_— 


TIoMgat mt anmughe &rie zgmxalguey T4, 
Eccleſ. 11. 2. Set thy heart aright, and conftantly endure , 
and make not haſte in time of trouble, 
6, Believe In the Lord, and be will help thee ; order thy way 
aright, and truſt im him. 


"7. Te that fear the Lord , wait for bis mercy, and go not 4. 
fide left ye fall. 4 EY 


Me 


——— 


150 


V 


WW 


— pi L I oo 4; 
union © 
THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 


Naw yor® 


G-nnmommipe.n ned 


& = -- 


TO THE 


READER: 


READER, 


know , That what {am 
n0w-g0ng wes 75 4 Subs 


I ere P re cies . we 
I 10h peradoenture are 
ERFEARRSY the Heates and Anim 
fities of j ke calm Reaſon will hardly fine 
admittance. Howewer;wapon this Calls, (be- 
ing not ſure, whether ever there mgy be an-op- 


portunity dgain ) in the ſilence-of others 
AN i018 


To the Reader. wa 
more Able , T have adventured to expreſs my 
honeſt thoughts (ſuch | T am ſure, they are 
in my Intendment ) whatever Cenſure they 
may undergoe from Biaſſed perſons, who Goe 
wvern themſelves by IntereSF or Humonr, by 
Fears and Jealouſies, inthoſe Things, where. 
in the Concerns of the Government and Na- 
tion requirethe weightieſt Confederation, and 
the cleereſt Eviftion of Reaſon and Argu- 


ment, | 
Upon thjs account, I have thought fit to ſet 
forth this ſmall Tratt by way of Queries: 
it being a thing, would not ſo much become 
my Meanneſs , to be Poſitive. Only the Two 
fir} Things , which TI take for granted , I 
ſuppoſe no honeft Engliſh-man or true Pro- 
teſtant will deny me. As to the things de- 
bated, I bave ſo ſet them down by Croſs 
QueSions, as they ſay Pro azd Con , with 


that Evenneſs aud Impartiality, that net- 
ther 


To the Reader. 
ther fide can juſtly complain of me : and yet 
with that due Submiſſion &+ Deferencesthat 
leave theDecifton of them,where I ought ,at the 
feet of my Superiours, They are ſuch Queſts- 
ons too, moſily of that comprehenſrwveneſs, that 
they will take-in the whole State, and may 
be both Inlarged in Themſelves , and Extend- 
ed alſo to all the minutes particularities of 
the Caſc. IT could have brought many more; 
but Theſe being the Principal and moſt Ma- 
terial, the Reſolntion and Iſue of theſe will 
over-rule all Others of the like kind, 

I mnſt not heave this without a ſincere 
ProteStlation , that I bawe not put Pen to Pa- 
per upon any finifter End or Defegn , but, with 
an upright Conſcience towards God and to« 
wards Men , I have, according to my weak- 
neſs, diſcharged my mind, in an humble ſenſe 
rf that Duty and Regard, I owe to all my Go- 
wernonrs, (of whom the KING 3s ſupream,) 


and out of & hearty deſire of my Conmiries 
Weal. | Ins ny 4 


GREAT CASE 


PUT HOME. 


Sine He CASE: of this R.H. being ſuch as wilf be 

KRIS made an Eternal Obſtrution tro His Majeſties 

TINS | Afﬀairs,- and ſich as never will by: Declamation 

Fg - and-Harenge,bur by cool [Debate and ſober Rea 

ſon be derermuned ; Ido in all humility propoſe 

that there are ſome things in the Caſe, that muſt be granted, 
YET HITVT-,29 | 


others that. may be dehered. 
The Things ro be Granted are theſe tivo, 
L. © » þ 
This the Dcof Y. hath by proximity of | Bleed anmidoubred 
Nataral Right 'to inherit and: ſucceed, if :the: King. {whom 
God long preſerve) fhonld dy withint [ſue ';- this bring an: He=> 
reditary, 'not an Eleflive Kingdom. 6 EMnoone O10 22 but 


B A Query 


C40) 


A Query ariſing from.henceis ; 


How far Pofirive Laws,made.or to be: made, do or may; re- 
gulate,.. imir aud modify, or -nutkatd-make-void a Natural 
Kight; ſuch as Succeſſion in an Hereditary Kingdom is a:Main. 


one P-. 
IT. . 


That true Chriſtian Religion, at leeff the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, 4s it hath bere been profeſ in England, doth not pretend 
zo preclude, deb?r or binder the Kight of Government, or ſo 
1:2 a4 allow Sub jefts upon the account of Religionto intermedates; 
but -"gax Obedience to all lawful Governors, whateutinhe Perk 
ſous bs, EI 


Tie Quzry from hence will be, 


How far Religion in any Nation, cat leaſt how far the'Pro- 
teſtant Religion in i nis, being fo interwoven with the'$ operns 
ment 2$ 1t 18, may, incaſcof a Perſecution to ariſe from- a 
Succeſſor, be concern'd in providing: aforehand::for its own 
ſecurity?” | | | t., 


The Things, which may fallandec Debates: «;- 
are ſuch as theſe, 


n 


Whether an Her of the Crown may not, whil'ft a Subjeft, by 
ſome Mifdemeanor forfeit that Right," which Naturd bath placed 
in him, to the Laws of the:Country:?-» andowbether rhe: D.\of:+V." 
hath not fo done, particularly by having (as it 1s fironglypre=/ 
fum'd he hath) reconciled binsſelf. to the Ghiinehof Rome: : 


Ta. 


(41 2 


To this 1 ask ; Whether the: Heir of the Crown his being 
| a Papiſt (if really ſuch) at any Rate, do in Law cauſe a For- 
| feiture of his Right > .and.then; Whether a Preſumtive Crime 
(be iv what ip will). can . by. Law. take--away.the: Rightof ary 
| Subjects Eftate?and Mhetherit be not. bard meaſure. for. a. Prince 
robe denyed.the common. right. of: every-Swbjef,.' when .im= 
| pleaded.as a.Criminal 2 which..is, . chat Sexrexce, .do- nor.paſs 
| .upon bimz..much leſs be putin.Execatien.againſt him, till: he 
| be Gired and ſummon'd to appear and anſver for himſelf,or be 
otherwiſe (ovifted by due courſe of Law ? 


& ; * 


| * . Whether the very Conſtitution of tha; Engliſh- Gaws,. a1 they 
10m ſtand,.. do. not inthe. Intent; and Purport of them; exclude a 
-Popiſh Succeſſor, a Oxevbo. ty preſumed neither Wil wr. Can 
..execme.them ? ſeeing they:donot allow a Bayilt to be ſo wnch as 
) -& Juſtice of Peace, a Churchewaxden,-.0x 4 Conſtable ? 


..To.this1 make-theſe Demands, 


Whether there be not a vaſt difference betwixt an Inferior 
Magiſtrate, whoſe Place is x meer Truſt, and a Soveraigy 

| inveſted into his Office by Right of Birth ? Whether a D1*- 
\ . Aruſt of: Hmm, being\Rill'buc.marter- of FP reſamptriony.\qugbe 
| . coextinguiſh.ſuch; a Right 2,and #becker that very. Nilkcalt 
.£00.may.not be. ſarisfied by. Limitations. and :Concelſuans,a- 
: greed upon. With.che Perlan concerned ip the: kuctefion? ard 
' Fhether the Mags ws a——__ ok. ach. a Nedenzaquebt 
..not.ameng. Chriftiansto be. locked upon as ſublicientgrduncs 
of Beliet and Aﬀucance 2-48 Ut whughin.orher, Cauntrigs, 
p where different Religions are profeſſed; it being a thing 
hardly prafticable tojlay-any athet 7 J& ufion a Soverargy, or 

..ro find-aut, any.Expedien of another mire;ahatmaybeacon- 


Hitent. with CM ajeſfg., 1 031 YOu 
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Whether (wichout up oeadeltiot Lon? the bare Fore- 
fight of great Inconvemenires- or publick, My chiefs, which ma 
bly or probably, ' nay muſt neceſſarily, and certainly will bs 
fal'a People upon the ſuoceſſion of the Right Heir into the Go«. 
vernment, be not a-warrantable 'reafon for his Excluſion, to lay 
Him aſide as if be were not, and to ſtt up eAmther in His 
ftead ? | 


Eer another like Queltion be pur ; 


 Ifa Chciftian Prince coming rightfully ro che Throne,. 
and having for ſome time quietly fate therein, ſhould after- 
ward: Apoſtatize from his Religion, and perſecute the Pro- 
feſſors of it : Whether ſuch an one may by Scripture or Law be 
expelled and rurned out of his Poſſeffion ? and, whether the 
Caſe of Exclu/ion and Expulſion be'not much-whar the ſame'? 
and, Whether the Humor of ſome amongſt Us may not be too 
like thac of the /ſraclites, when for fear of Oppreffion they 
Revolced from the Succeſſor co an Uſurper ? | 


IV. 


Whether the Examples of our Fore-fathers, who have upon 
ſughter otcaſions made ſeveral Breaches and Interruptions in the 
Succeſſion, are not 4 goed Warrant for hs at this time, who ly 
»nder ſath diſmal and dreadful apprehenſiens, to do the like ? 
and Whether this will not be @ legal: Exclufion, which iu fortified 
and confirmed by. fo wany- Precedints, ſince the Laws themſelves 
are over-rulcd: and determined: by ( uſtom and Pr afiice? 

IS To which may be rejoined ; 
Whether it were in the power of our Fore-fathers, or be 
now in Ours by any Law (for 1d poſſumm, quod Fure ar 
101 
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(13) 
mw) to alter that form or frame of Government, to which 
we are ern and Swors SubjeQs, and of which the Succeſſion 
is a main eſſential Point ? and by conſequence, ?hether it 
was not in them Illegal to lay afide at any time the rightful 
Saceeſſor > and Whether our following their Example in doing 
rhings Unlawful, can juſtifie the Ulegality of our a&ings ? 
Further, though the Body of the Nation might be excuſed 
in their ſubmithon ro ſuch as were only de fatto Kings, and 
were not de jwre ſo; yet Whether Thoſe, who aberted and af. 
ſiſted ſuch Perſons toger into the Throne, and deſerted and 
oppoſed the Lawful Heirs, were not highly Guilty ; as in 
the caſe of King Stephen and CMand the Empreſs ? And 
lafily, However Pratiice may regnlate the Law in things In. 
different, and in matters of ſmaller Alloy ; yet Whether an 
unlawful PraQice be not in ir ſelf a plain down-righr viola- 
tion of Law ? 
V, 


« Whether, upon the whole, the Excluſion of the D., together with 
the Union of the Proteſtanrs, be wot the moſt effeflual, if not 
the only Means of ſecuring our Religion, and keeping our Po- 
pery ? 4nd conſequently in our Caſe, there being (as We ſay) 
no other Expedient, Whether abſolute invixcible Neceſſity which 
we no Law, do's not inforce ua by ary means to preſerve our 
elves ? 
To this may be returned ; 


If the Kizg, beſide his Brotherly AﬀeRion , could be (a- 
tisfied in Loew and Conſciexce (ſeeing that an Hereditary 
Kingdom is Feodwns non alienabile, as the Civilians term it) ro 
comply with, and togive his conſent roche Excluding Bull ; 
yet, Whether the Excluſion of the D. wilt not probably draw 
as 111 Conſequents after ir, and involve the Nation 1n as.great 
Hazards, as the Admiſſion of him would poſſibly do? and, 
Whether the Kmting of Proteſtants (if it be only into /mmy- 


nities, and not into methods of Morſhip) be not in effe& ro 
eltabliſh. 


(14) 
, eſtabliſh and. legalize Schiſms in all 1ts divifiens ;1 and by pro- 
viding a ſecure ſhelter fo! Kozniſh Prieſts and Emiſſaries.among 
our Sefts (where no TeFF ſhall reach rhem) ic will nor proye a 
, very likely Means,intime, of betraying us to Popery ? moſt of 
thoſe Sefs in theſe late licenuous Times,.having-been Influ- 
enced and Principled. by that-Party, who- bave;made the 
greateſt Advantages to their own Hopes; from our DD iwy/ons : 
which by. ſuch a Comprehenſion, will be ſa farfrom-being. Z»:- 
ted ro Hs, orramong Themſelves, - that they-will be Eſtabliſhed 
apart and ſeverally by Law, and :paſs 1n ſhort time. for:che 
molt conſiderable part of the Natiexal Religion? And. as to 
Neceſſity, the laſt Refuge ; Whether, let our. Circumſiances 
' be what they will, - there can . be any'necefſity. laid upon.any 
man to Sin, to do Evil ? and-though Self-preſervation be. the 
oreat principle of Nature, -whether 1t oughc to be indeavared 
by unlawful indire& means ; ſince our Savior tells us,. that 
He that will ſave his life, in that manner, ſhall looſe it? and 
Whether the Apoſtles Rule in all dubious and hazardous Caſes, 
- be nor beſt and. ſafeſt for Chriftians to follow, Not te do-evil, 
that geod may come thereof ? 


The Sum of Allis this ; 


Thar this (aſe of Succeſſion, though it ſeem-direAly to 
caſt an evil Aſpe& upon: Kelrgion and the Proteſtant Cauſe a- 
monglt us, yer really and ultimarely it reſolves ic ſelf into a 
Civil Grieuance, as that which may touch Life, Liberty, 
Property, 8c. by bringing in-Arbitrary Power. along rwith 
it, which $»per/iition 1s rooapt todo. Wherefore it were 
ro be Wiſhed, That ſome of the-moſt Eearned in both Facul- 
ties of Law and Divipity might be. conſulred with, and ..re- 
quired-to give their. Judgment. For if Henry the Eighth, 
who was nor over-curious to: govern himſelf, by. orhec: mens 
Opinion and: Advice, . did think fir-to propoſe the Divorce of 
the Qucer; who had been his Brothers Wife, to ſeveral Ani- 
verſities, 8c, an4not to determin, the matter withour. ſuch a 
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(15) 
Conſultation: How much more will it becom the Wiſdom of a 
Nat :on to uſe the like leaſurely and tender Care in ſo Weigh- 
ty a matter as the disabling the /uheritarce of the Crows 
may prove ? 


May « merciful God, whoſe immediate In- 
terpoſal alone can heal our Diſtempers, and 
reſcuens from thoſe Dangers,we are too for- 
ward to bring upon our ſelves, direc and 
proſper the Publick Counſels, and may be- 
ever preſerve our Qrracious Soveraign, whoſe 
Life will be our beſt Security: and may We, 
as becomes Loyal and dutiful Subjects, en- 
deawor to make his Life Comfortable (that it 
may be Long) by ſupplying proportionable- 
Aids to our Neceſsities at Home, and by-+ 
giving ſuitable Incouragements to our Alli-- 
ances abroad: which as it will be for His” 
Miajeſties Honor, ſo will it be no leſs for- 
Our own preſent Security. 
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